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1. Introduction 
The purpose that  Sönmez (2003, p. 23) and Özdemir and Yıldız (2005, p. 19) define for Social Studies Lessons is 
that it is a    process about proving natural and social realities. It has a wide interaction field which takes its  power 
from the “Principle of Unity”. The general content of Social Studies Lessons is shown below in Figure I:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure I:  The Content Of The Social Studies Lessons 
  
Social Studies Lesson are “core subjects” which used to be called “axis lessons” in the old terminology. In the 
first three years of primary schools in TRNC other expression and skill lessons are being forming around the Social 
Studies Lessons. The core subjects exist to guide  students to see the relations between the different subject fields. 
This helps them to perceive the unity of all the subjects and in fact it helps them to associate education with real life. 
To arrange the insturction activities, the basic source; the unit  is taken from the core subjects  is a main source to 
all other lessons to reach the desired aims. To accept thSözer’s 1998 study states the same idea. The basis of 
“collective instruction”, goes back to the beginings of 1800 and it aims to put the child into the center and focuses on 
the child’s understanding skills and psychological developement.This concept originates from the collective 
instruction (Hesapçıoğlu, 1995,p. 119; Ocak, 2010; Eskay, 2011; Keser, Uzunboylu, Ozdamlı, 2011). 
The teachers’ opinions are very important to determine the efficiency level and to reach the aims of Social Studies 
Lessons. Starting with this, this study has tried to assist in developing of the Social  Studies Lessons in which  the 
students are developed at  social, cultural and individual dimensions. In addition to this, students  recognise their 
close enviroment well and make their adaptation to it.  With the Social Studies Lessons, students acquire the basic 
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informations by examining their environment socially, economically and natural  
16; Bicen & Bicen, 2010; Meerah, Halim, Rahman, Harun, Abdullah, 2011). This study is administered by 
evaluating the 2009 curriculum of Social Studies Lessons.. These lessons are being practised since 2010-2011 in 
TRNC.It is founded on 105 primary school teachers from 1st, 2nd and 3rd form classes. In order to reach this aim the 
study had tried to find the answers to the following  questions. The answeers will be evaluated according to the 
teachers years of experience and what grade they are teaching In the study, we accepted the curriculum and the 
course book as the same thing: 
 
1. What are their opinion usfulness; is it enjoyable to teach?  
2. What are their opinions about the talents and skills that are focused on in the curriculum? 
3.  
4. What are their opinions about teaching activities given in the curriculum? 
5. What are their opinions about assesment and process given in the curriculum? 
6. What are their opinions about the basic approach to arrange the 2009 programs? 
7. What are their opinions about the new and the previous approaches to prepare the programs? 
 
2. Method 
The sample group of this study is the 1st, 2nd and 3rd form primary school  teachers who work 
ry schools of  ary 
school have been choosen by simple random sampling. 3 of these schools are from Nicosia, 2 of them are form 
Famagusta and 2 are from Iskele. From these schools, 105 primary school teachers formed the sample group of the 
study. In this research, semi structured interviews were used. 
 
3. Findings 
 se the Social Studies Lesson Curriculm are sequentially %80 
(n=84) and %20 (n=21). There is no difference between different grade teachers. Comparing with their years in 
service, there has been correlation between the teachers. The increase in the years in service, causes the decrease 
in the  use of the curriculm. 
 There is a significant correlation between the grades and the positive opinions of teachers. As the grades go up, 
the positive opinion of the teachers go down. the 
years in service is considered. 
 There is a  difference between the teachers  years in service and  their opinions about how clear the aimed 
behaviours are. The more experienced the teachers are the less clear the curriculum aimed behaviours seem to 
them. 
 Compared with the grades and appropriateness of the aimed behaviours with  the needs of the children, are in 
correlation. The results  show that when the grades  decrease, the negative beliefs about the compatibility 
between the needs of students and the aimed behaviours increase. When  
considered there is no correlation between the two factors. 
 If the Social Studies Lessons curriculu ls considered with the grade that 
the teachers teach,  there is no meaningfull differences between them.  From this stand point  
in service factor does not cause any difference. 
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 All the participating  teachers gave opinion that agreed on the fact that,  
attracts the students. The findings of the survey does not differ  ande the years in 
service. 
 The majority of the teachers (%70)  expressed their opinions that the time dedicated  to the curriculm is enough 
for the teachers to get  their students to  reach  to the aimed behaviours.  
 The majority of the teachers (%90) found the curriculm adequade to help the students to gain the skills of critical 
factors.  
 The majority of the participating teachers (%90) stressed their opinions as there is capability between curriculm 
and the  aimed behaviours. There is no difference between the teachers considering the grades and the years in 
service. 
 The majority of the participating teachers (%80) reported that they have  found the curriculm up to date  and 
valid. Almost all participians (%90) state that, the curriculm is not feasible as %100. The opinions of the 
onsidering to their grades and years in service. 
 Most of the participation teachers (%70) emphasized that they know the theory that is  used to prepare the Social 
Studies Lessons curriculm. There are no differences between the teachers when grades and years in service are 
considered.  
 Most of the participating teachers (%70) explained that they couldn um as suggested. It needed 
adaptation.There is no difference between the teachers when grades and years in service are considered.  
 All the teachers (%100) explained that the assesment evaluation couldn  portfolios. There are 
no differences between the teachers considered with the different factors.  
 All the teachersexplained that the feasibility level of  the Social Studies Lessons curriculum is low. There are no 
differences between the teachers when the  grades and the years in service are considered. 
When the results of this study is considered, it can be said that the teachers of grades 1., 2. and 3. of primary 
schools find the Social Studies Lessons positive when aims and content is considered. When teaching processes and 
the possibilities of schools are considered, they find it partially negative and when evaluation and assesment is 
considered, they find it negative. Besides, they find the Social Studies 3rd grade teaching programme negative when 
teaching and learning processes are considered. 
 
4. Suggestions 
 
The suggestions based on the outcomes of this research are below:  
 
 Despite using the new curriculum and being equipped with up to date information, some teacherss do not 
demonstrate progress. Therefore these teachers have to be trained regarding the techniques and the usefulness of 
the programme. Seminars and inservice training have to be arranged. 
 
 The teachers explained that generally they are pleased with the curriculm but they want the programs to have 
some changes especially about the target aims and some activities. To increase the feasibility of the curriculum  
the necessary surveys and changes can be carried out.   
 
 On the basis of the teacher opinions, we can say that the 3rd form curriculm of the Social Studies Lessons has to 
be changed to  include the content which is related to TRNC. Also this curriculm has to be the continuation of the 
1st and 2nd form curriculms. All the teachers insisted that a new book has to be prepared. 
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 The target aims has to be revised and arranged again suit  the students  needs. 
 
 The target aims has to be revised and  made more clear. So the teachers can support their students to achieve the 
active learning abilities and to gain the necessary information and skills more easily.  
 
 The teachers demanded some changes about arranging the time again as suitable for the themes.  
 
 
-
curriculum has to be arranged harmoniously with the social conditions living in.  
 
 The teachers found it  hard to assesment-evaluate with the portfolio. So they want the program to be installed 
with  more suitable and maybe practical methods for assesment and evaluation. 
 
 All teachers should attend the meetings about the books. The teachers have to be informed about the 
learner-centered education.  
 
 The third form of Social Studies Lessons Content has to be examined and a new programme has to be prepared 
which is suitable for TRNC. This program has to contain the topics that are related to the TRNC basically and to 
prepare a new book around  this content. 
 
 This study has evaluated the 1st,2nd  and 3rd form Social Studies Programs depending on the teachers opinions. 
But to examine the program at practice, further studies are needed. 
 
 Concerning the method of this study, it has to be studied with a bigger sample. 
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